
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 24th, 2021 

 
The First Reading carries a message of joyful hope for the exiles in Babylon. The Lord will 
save what’s left of His people and bring them back from exile. Even the most helpless will 
share in the joy of this great event. In St. Mark’s mind Jesus is the One who brings salvation 
to Israel. His healings are a sign of the coming of the Kingdom. The story of Bartimaeus is as 
much a call story as a healing story. The expression “… followed him along the way” doesn’t 
simply mean that he joined the crowd on the road to Jerusalem. There can be no doubt what 
St. Mark intends – Bartimaeus followed Jesus on the Way of Christian discipleship. He is 
presented as a model of faith. It seems that the story was used in the early Church as a model 
of encouragement to believers and would-be believers. Bartimaeus serves as a model for 
those who are spiritually blind and whose lives lack direction. Through faith they can have 
purpose, energy and direction in their lives. An enthusiastic following of Jesus results in a 
happy and fulfilled life.   

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, October 24th  
30th Sunday in OT 

9 am 
11 am 

Missa Pro Populo 
Missa Pro Populo (Linwood) 

 

Monday, October 25th 
Ordinary Time - - - 

Tuesday, October 26th  
Ordinary Time 12 pm + Leonard Hergott By Fran Hergott 

Wednesday, October 27th  
Ordinary Time 

12 pm 
4 pm 

+ Helen Caroline Benninger 
C A N C E L E D (Linwood) 

By the Estate 
 

Thursday, October 28th   
Sts. Simon & Jude 8 am + William Haffner By St. Clement’s Seniors Card 

Club 
Friday, October 29th  

Ordinary Time 8 am + Rita Brenner By Wayne & Donna Vollmer 

Saturday, October 30th    
Ordinary Time 5 pm + Joseph & Agnes Koebel 

+ Leo Reitzel 
By the family 
By Lorne & Anne Reitzel 

Sunday, October 31st  
31st Sunday in OT 

9 am 
11 am 

Missa Pro Populo 
Missa Pro Populo (Linwood) 

 

 
Our Saint of the Week: Sts. Simon & Jude – St. Jude is so named by St. Luke and Acts. Sts. 
Matthew and Mark call him Thaddeus. He is not mentioned elsewhere in the Gospels, except of 
course where all the apostles are mentioned. Scholars hold that he is not the author of the Letter of 
Jude. Actually, Jude had the same name as Judas Iscariot. Evidently because of the disgrace of that 
name, it was shortened to “Jude” in English. St. Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. 
On two of them he is called “the Zealot.” The Zealots were a Jewish sect that represented an extreme 
of Jewish nationalism. For them, the messianic promise of the Old Testament meant that the Jews 
were to be a free and independent nation. God alone was their king, and any payment of taxes to the 
Romans—the very domination of the Romans—was a blasphemy against God. No doubt some of the  
 

  
Zealots were the spiritual heirs of the Maccabees, carrying on their ideals of religion and 
independence. But many were the counterparts of modern terrorists. They raided and killed, attacking 
both foreigners and “collaborating” Jews. They were chiefly responsible for the rebellion against 
Rome which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  As in the case of all the apostles except 
for Sts. Peter, James and John, we are faced with men who are really unknown, and we are struck by 
the fact that their holiness is simply taken to be a gift of Christ. He chose some unlikely people: a 
former Zealot, a former (crooked) tax collector, an impetuous fisherman, two “sons of thunder,” and a 
man named Judas Iscariot. It is a reminder that we cannot receive too often. Holiness does not depend 
on human merit, culture, personality, effort, or achievement. It is entirely God’s creation and gift. God 
needs no Zealots to bring about the kingdom by force. Jude, like all the saints, is the saint of the 
impossible: Only God can create his divine life in human beings. And God wills to do so, for all of us. 
 
MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH - Marriage Tip 113: As we continue to deal with the COVID 
virus in our communities, people are feeling the continued burden of the unknown about its dangers 
and how long it will last. This causes stress which might cause couples to lash out at the one they 
love most. Take some time to change the pattern of your life by planning some fun activities for the 
two of you, communicate truthfully about how you are feeling, acknowledge that your spouse may 
not be at their best because they are stressed, hold hands and hug often as touch can relieve stress and 
pray together that God will give you strength. Feeling united will reduce stress levels for both of you 
and create a more peaceful environment to help you deal with the unknowns.  
 
MARRIAGE SUPPORT - Is your marriage experiencing more trouble than joy, feeling stagnant or 
disconnected and/or causing you worries? The solution is Retrouvaille - a program for married 
couples facing challenges in their relationship. Retrouvaille helps couples restore their marriage and 
rebuild a loving partnership. It is a practical program, where sharing is only between the couple 
themselves, designed to improve communication, build stronger marriages, and help couples 
reconnect. It also works well for couples who may be considering separation or divorce. The next 
Retrouvaille weekend will take place via Zoom, November 4 - 7. For information call 905-664-5212 
or e-mail: teamrecine@gmail.com.  
 
VOCATION SEEDS – The blind beggar Bartimaeus would not listen to the many people scolding 
him to be quiet, but shouted all the louder in prayer “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Only then 
did Jesus call him over and answer his need. Bartimaeus becomes a powerful exampled of how 
persistent we must be in prayer when we are asking God to show us His Will for our lives. And then, 
ask Him for the grace to accept it. If you feel God is offering you the grace of a church vocation, call 
Fr. Michael King, Director of Vocations, Diocese of Hamilton, 905-528-7988 ext. 2246. 
Email: vocations@hamiltondiocese.com Website: https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/  
 
DIOCESE OF HAMILTON PRAYER CALENDAR – Please remember the following in your 
prayers: Rev. Joseph Abiola Akanbi, Rev. Charles Jordan, Consecrated Men & Women, Rev. Lourdy 
Dorismond, O.M.I., Rev. Archange Kebe, and Rev. Jarek Pachocki, O.M.I. 
 
LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION – St. Clements $2,055.00. Thank you for your generosity. 

 


