
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 5th, 2021 

 
Jesus performed this miracle (read: Mk 7:31-37) in Gentile territory. The faith-response of the 
Gentiles contrasts sharply with that of many of His own people. In St. Mark’s mind Jesus was 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah: “The ears of the deaf will be unsealed, and the tongues of the 
dumb sing for joy” (First Reading). In other words, Jesus is the One who brings salvation to 
Israel. This miracle is the only cure in the Gospels that is described as taking place gradually. St. 
Mark saw it as an illustration of growth in faith. It is what happens to every Christian at 
Baptism. Christ touches our ears so that we can hear His word, and touches our tongues so that 
we can profess our faith. Hence, we too can say: “He has done all things well; He makes the deaf 
hear and the dumb speak”.  
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
  

Sunday,	September	5th		
23rd	Sunday	in	OT	

9	am	
11	am	

Missa	Pro	Populo	
Missa	Pro	Populo	(Macton)	

	

Monday,	September	6th			
Ordinary	Time	

-	 -	 -	

Tuesday,	September	7th		

Ordinary	Time	 12	pm	 +	Fred	Moss	 By	the	Family	

Wednesday,	September	8th		
The	Nativity	of	the	BVM	

12	pm	
4	pm	

+	Alice	Hinschberger	
+	Margaret	Karley	(Linwood)	

By	Gloria	Dietrich	
By	the	Estate	

Thursday,	September	9th		

St.	Peter	Claver	 8	am	 +	Irene	Detzler	 By	Bill	&	Judy	Meyer	

Friday,	September	10th		

Ordinary	Time	
8	am	 +	Colin	Lewis	MacDonald	 By	Larry	&	Amy	Burke	

Saturday,	September	11th	
Ordinary	Time	

5	pm	 +	John	Miller	 By	Tom	Miller	

Sunday,	September	12th	
24th	Sunday	in	OT	

9	am	
11	am	

Missa	Pro	Populo	
Missa	Pro	Populo	(Macton)	

	

 
OUR SAINT OF THE WEEK: St. Peter Claver (1581-1654) – A native of Spain, young Jesuit 
Peter Claver left his homeland forever in 1610 to be a missionary in the colonies of the New 
World. He sailed into Cartagena, a rich port city washed by the Caribbean. He was ordained 
there in 1615. By this time the slave trade had been established in the Americas for nearly 100 
years, and Cartagena was a chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the port each year 
after crossing the Atlantic from West Africa under conditions so foul and inhuman that an 
estimated one-third of the passengers died in transit. Although the practice of slave-trading was 
condemned by Pope Paul III and later labeled “supreme villainy” by Pope Pius IX, it continued 
to flourish. Peter Claver’s predecessor, Jesuit Father Alfonso de Sandoval, had devoted himself 
to the service of the slaves for 40 years before Claver arrived to continue his work, declaring 
himself “the slave of the Negroes forever.” As soon as a slave ship entered the port, Peter Claver  

  
moved into its infested hold to minister to the ill-treated and exhausted passengers. After the 
slaves were herded out of the ship like chained animals and shut up in nearby yards to be 
gazed at by the crowds, Claver plunged in among them with medicines, food, bread, brandy, 
lemons, and tobacco. With the help of interpreters he gave basic instructions and assured his 
brothers and sisters of their human dignity and God’s love. During the 40 years of his 
ministry, Claver instructed and baptized an estimated 300,000 slaves. Fr. Claver's apostolate 
extended beyond his care for slaves. He became a moral force, indeed, the apostle of 
Cartagena. He preached in the city square, gave missions to sailors and traders as well as 
country missions, during which he avoided, when possible, the hospitality of the planters and 
owners and lodged in the slave quarters instead. After four years of sickness, which forced 
the saint to remain inactive and largely neglected, Claver died on September 8, 1654. The 
city magistrates, who had previously frowned at his solicitude for the black outcasts, ordered 
that he should be buried at public expense and with great pomp. St. Peter Claver was 
canonized in 1888, and Pope Leo XIII declared him the worldwide patron of missionary 
work among black slaves. St. Peter Claver pray for us! 
 
NOVENA TO LITTLE ST. THERESE – The Sisters of the Carmel of Saint Joseph will pray 
for you during the Novena to Little St. Therese, September 23rd to October 1st, 2021. 
Are you troubled? Do you need spiritual support? You can participate in the Novena to St. 
Therese. Send your prayer intention slip with your name and address to: Carmel of Saint 
Joseph, 1127 Carmel-Koch Road, R.R. #1 St. Agatha, ON N0B 2L0. 
 
VOCATION SEEDS – Did not God choose those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be 
rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom? Count your blessings, then come and help others 
count theirs too, as a priest, religious or deacon. If you feel you have such a vocation, call Fr. 
Michael King, Director of Vocations, Diocese of Hamilton, 905-528-7988 ext. 2246. 
Email: vocations@hamiltondiocese.com Website: https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/  
 
DIOCESE OF HAMILTON PRAYER CALENDAR – Please remember the following in 
your prayers: Rev. Hayden Starczala, Rev. Fulbert Jonas Ahouansou, Sisters of Our Lady 
Immaculate (S.O.L.I), Rev. Ian Duffy, Rev. Msgr. Dennis Noon, and Rev. Vernon P. Boyd, 
C.R. 
 
LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION – St. Clements $1,850.00. Thank you for your generosity. 

 


